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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . This action vacates the "Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment" dated 12/2/08, as it was 
apparently sent in error. 

2. This action is thus responsive to amendment filed 8/15/08 which amended claims 17 and 
25, cancelled claims 1-16 and added new claims 33-64. Claims 17-64 remain pending.. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments in light of the amendments filed 8/15/2008, and in light of the 
current Examiners amendment, have been fully considered and are persuasive. 

4. The previous rejections are withdrawn. . 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

5. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Michael P Dunnam (reg 3261 1) on 4/6/09. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
SEE ATTACHED LISTING OF CLAIMS 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 17-64 are allowed. 

7. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Applicants invention 
of content rights management, is found to be patentable. Prior art references found to be 
pertinent to Applicants disclosure, either only teach minor aspects of the invention or only teach 
the general environment of the invention. The collective prior art, either singly or in 
combination, do not teach the claim limitations. 

The primary reason for allowance is the novelty of an email comprising a body having at 
least one previously sent email represented in the body of the email as a body object, each of the 
emails being rights-managed based on a decryption key and license specified in a digital license. 
A recipient of the email can render the protected content of each of the email and each body 
object therein with a corresponding license if the recipient satisfies terms set forth in the license. 
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APPLICANTS REMARKS: 

REMARKS 

In a isieptaae eali tha examiaer eojnyfceted Applicant's undersigned representative to 
request darifteation of the following three items in fee claims: 

1. The examine asked what is meant by a "'body object," The examiner is asfcsd to note 
that a "body object" is identified as demeat 84 and described at paragraphs [0j SO]-[01S6] of 
the original specification with respeci to Figures 15 and 16. As described fee.rs.hn a body 
object may be, fa* example, an originating mml with rights management properties 
(paragraph [0151 J) or a sensitive part of a document wife rights management properties 
(paragraph. [0 1 55]). A "body object" as so described i* believed to be clear to those skilled in 
the art, 

2. The examiner asked what is meant by "at least one related and previously sent email" as 
set: forth in claim 17, far example, The examiner was apparently concerned that the claimed 
email included a "related email" and a '"previously sent email" This is mt the ease. 
Generally spsaking, the body of the claimed email is described as having a ^tevwrnly mst 
email" that is "related" to the email being formed (related, for example, by subject matter), 
For clarity, independent claims 17, 33, and 49 and dependent claim* 19-22, 35-38, and 51-54 
have been amended to remove the language "related and" so feat the claimed email is 
described as including "at least one previously sent email/' 

3. The examiner asked for clarification of what is meant by a "digital license" in the claims. 
Independent claims 17, 25, 33, 41, 49, and 5? have been amended to recite that fee claimed 
digital license specifies M a decryption key and license terms setting forth the rules and 
requirements for rendering corresponding digital content " Support fot these amendments 
may be found in paragraphs [0064]-[0O693 of fee original specification, 

Hr> new matter has been added by these amendments, Claims 17 -64 remain, m the 
application. 

Batty of fee abo ve amendments is requested to place the pending patent application in 
condition for allowance. Issuance of a Notice of Allowability is solicited. 
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Date: July „ 2009 // 

Miefcael P. Duuitam 
Hegisisation No. 32,61 1 

Woodcock Washburn LLP 
"i • • Ct?mre 

29:29 Arch S*<*i 12th Flow 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-2891 
Telephone: (215) 568-3100 
Facsimile: a m 568-3139 



END OF APPLICANTS REMARKS 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RAMY M. OSMAN whose telephone number is (571)272-4008. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ramy M Osman/ August 13,2009 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2457 



Application/Control Number: 10/632,275 
Art Unit: 2457 



Page 7 



LISTING of CLAIMS 

1.-16. (Canceled) 

17. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable stor&g . sdlu it vtxig stored 
thereon eomputsrHesecutable uasftustas for performing a method of forming an email 
comprising a body naviag at least one rotated and previously sent email, each previously gait 
email being represented to the body of the email as a body object each of the. email and each 
body obj ect therein being rights-managed as protected content based on a decryption ke v aad 

Heofw* terms § ?t i ! rales a«d T^ujjremmts for rendering costeap . n . t 

specified in a digital license, whereby a recipient of the email can render the protected 
content of each of the email and each body object therein by esquiring the digital license and 
satisfying the license terms set forth in the digital license. 

1 8. (Original) The medium of claim 1 7 wherein, each previously sent email 
was itself rights-managed m protected content according to predefined rights data, and 
wherein the corresponding body object in the body of the email n> akw rights-managed as 
protected content according to the same predefined rights data, 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 7 wherein the body hm a 
plurality of Mated ^previously sent emails the plurality of previously seat emails being 
represented m the body of the email m a plurality of seriall y arranged body object*. 

30. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 17 wherein the body has a 
plurality of related and previously sent emails, the plurality of previously sent emails being 
represented In the body of the email as a plurality of Bested body objects'. 

7 1 (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 1 7 wherein the at least one *ek*e4 
«*d previously sent email is split iato multiple parts, each part being represented in the body 
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of the email w a body object, each offhss email w& each budy t>biect therein being rights 
.managed as protected content 

22, (Cmrmtly Amended) Th® medium of claim .21 wherein the at least one related 
and previously sent email was itself rights managed as protected content according to 
predefined fights date, and wherein the corresponding body object of each part in the body of 
the email is also rights-managed as protected content according to the same predefined rights 
data. 

?, 1 (Ori ginal) Thfi m«d*«m of claim 2 1 wherein a portion of the body is 
interposed between a pair of the multiple parts of the previously seat email, the portion 
- . ■ ng a comment i . i?h previously &mt email, 

24. (Original) The medium of claim 23 wherein the portion k a body object . 

25. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium having atamd. 
thereon computer-executable instructions for performing a method of forndng 3 document 
eortipfismg s body having at least ones defined portion therein, ea^h de > don being 
ffpti-M-ntfii !u lUf )«idy of U> dot urne-m a* a body object, each of the document and each 
body object therein being rights-managed as protected content based on ai'„' i >, » < ks «jd 
license terms gg&^J&th rales and requnem^ A — „ pond ligj|al i 
specified in a digital license, whereby a recipient of the document can render the protected 

- - >hjeet therein b> avqiunn^ dit dig ml * • a s 

and satun' i g : ccmc terms set forth in the digital license, 

26. (Original) The medium of claim 25 wherein each defined portion was 
itself rights-managed as projected content according to predefined rights data, and wherein 
the corresponding body object ill the body of me document is also rights -managed as 
protected content according to the same predefined rights data. 
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27, (Original) The medium ojfcjstfm 25 wherein the body lias a plurality of 
defined portions therein, the plurality ofdeSaed portions being represented in the body of the 
document a>> a phirahtv of serially arranged body objects. 

2L (Original) The medium of claim 25 wherein the body has a plurality of 
defined portions therein, the plurality of defined portions being represented hi ihv body of the 
document as a plurality of nested body objects. 

29. (Original) The medium of claim 25 wterem the at least one defeed 
portion is split into multiple parts, each part being represented in the body of the document as 
a body object, each of the document and each body object therein being rights-managed as 
protected content, 

20. (Original) The medium of claim 29 wherein the at least one defined 
portion WM itself rights-managed as protected cfmteut according to predefined nghts data, 
and wherein the corresponding body object of each past in t}w bod v of the document is also 
rights-roaoaged as protected content according to the same predefined rights data, 

3 1 (Original) The medium of claim 29 wherein a portion of the body is 
interposed between a pair of the multiple parts of the defined portion, the body portion 
comprising a comment on such defined portion, 

32* (Original) The medium of c laim 31 wherein the body portion is a body 

object 

33, (Currently Amended) A mediod of forming m email comprising forming a 
body having at least one related and previously sent email each previously sent email being 
represented in the body of the email as a body object, each of the email and ear.h body object 
, rs j n ?-,., v . jgj lts rjmm r eC j m projected content based on a.d eoryphon key and license 
terms setting forth rales and reomrcmenis tor renderme co rresponding digital eoptept 
specified in a digital license, whereby a recipient of the email can render the protected 
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exmiml of eaeh of lh« email and each body object therein b> sec, lirins a i tceneo and 
- • i ring tbs limtae terms set forth in the digital license. 

34. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 33 wherein each previously sent 
email was itsdf rights-managed as protected content according to predefined rights data, and 
wherein the corresponding body object m the body of the email is also rights-managed as 
protected content according to the same predefined rights dam, 

35. (Cm tettil y Ammdtsd) The .method of claim 33 wherein the body has a 
plurality of wdated-and previously sent emails, former eompriskg representing the plurality 
of previously sent emails in the body of the email as a plurality of serially arranged body 
objects. 

36. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13 wherein the body has a 
plural i fy a f r e lat e d and pr< n ' sot email s ? further compri sing lepras en ling the plurality 
of previously sent emails k$ site body of die email as a plurality of nested body objects, 

37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 33 further comprising splitting the 
at least one t^awri and previously sent mm% into multiple parte and representing each part in 
the body of the small as a body object, each of the email, and each body object therein being 
rights managed as protected content 

38. (Cumsutiy Amended) The method of claim 37 wherein the at least on© eetete* 
aty-prevt&usly sent email was itsell' righte-maaaged as protected content aocordmg to 
predefined rights data, and wherein the corresponding body object of each part, in the body of 
the email is also rights-managed as protected content according to the same predefined rights 
data. 

M (Previously Presented) The method of claim 37 mrther comprising interposing 
a portion of the body between & pair of the multiple parts of the previously seat email, the 
portion comprising a comment on such previously sent email 
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40. (SWiousfy Pgevesxted) The method of vteira 39 wherein $m portion is a body 

object, 

4L (Owrcntly Amended) A method of forming a document comprising forming a 
body Irving at least one defined portion therein, each defined portion being represented i n 
fee body of fee document m a body object, each of the document and each body object 
therein being fights-Rsanaged a$ protected content based on a decryption key and heeme 
terms setting, M ml.es and requirements for i ^erinim«iegptmdM« digital content 
specified in a. digital fieeose, whereby a recipient of the document cm read.ar fee protested 
content of each of the document and each body objeet therein by acquiring the digital license 
md satisfying the license terms set forth in the digital license. 

42, {Previously Presented) The method of claim 41 wherein each defined portion 
was itself rights-managed as protected content according to predefined rights data, and 
wherein the corresponding body object in the body of the docuiucul is &l*o rights-managed u» 
protected content according to the mm predefined rights data. 

43 {Previously Presented) The method of claim 41 wherein the body has a 
plurality of defined portions therein, Anther comprising represemiitg fee plurality of defined 
portions in the body of the document as a plurality of serially arranged body object*. 

44. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41 wherefe fee body has a 
plurality of defined portions therein, .ferfeer comprising representing die plurality of defined, 
portions in the body of the document as a plurality of nested body objects, 

45, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41 further comprising splitting 
die at least one defined portion into multiple parts and n r ting each part in the bod> of 
the document as a body object, each of the document and each body object therein being 
rights-managed as protected content. 
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46. (Previousl y Presented) The method of claim 45 wherein the at least one 
defined portion was itself rights-managed as protected content according to predefined fights 
data, anu wherein the corresponding body ohieet of each part in. the body of the document is 
also rights managed as protected content according to the Mmr pred* I d • Ins data. 

47 (Previously Presented) The method of cl ai m 45 further comprising mt«rposing 
a portion of the body between a pair of the multiple parts of the defined portion, the body 
portion comprising a comment on such defined portion. 

48. {Previously Presented) The method of claim 47 wherein the body portion w a 
body object 

49. {Currently Amended,* A computing system programmed so as to form an 
email comprising a body having at least one relafosd ' flnd previously sent email, each 
previously sent email being r€^nes£tiie<l m Hsft body of the email a* a body object, each of the 
email and each body object &erei« being riglils-iaaaaged as protected content based cm a 
feryptkm key and l icense rerms setting forth rules an d n > \ uirements for rendering!; 
cjjre^wj _. " 1 ' ' ' <■ '> i- i digital heensc whereby a recipient of the email 
can render the protected, content of eaeh of the emml and each body object therein by 
acquiring the digital license and satisfying the license terms set forth in die digital license. 

50, (Previously Presented) The system of claim 49 wherein each previously sent 
email was itself rights-managed as protected content according to predefined rights data, and 
wherein the corresponding body object in the body of the email is also rights-managed as 
protected content according to the same predefined rights data. 

5 1 , (Currently Amended) The system of claim 49 wherein the body has a plurality 
of fafatod and p reviously sent emails, the plurality of previously smt emails being 
represented in the body of the email as a plurality of serially arranged body objects. 
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52, (Currently Amended) The system of claim 49 whenmu tl;c foody has a plurality 
of rabtawt-amt pjct iously sent emails, the plurality of prcifotfeh fe<snt emails being 
jepieswHed in the l>y«jy of the email a& a plurality of nested body objects, 

53, (Currently .Amended) The system of claim 49 wherein the at least one *etei#4 
an^prwiotisly seat rail is split into multiple parts, each part being represented m the body 
of the email as a bddy object, each of the email and each body object therein being rights- 
managed as protected content 

54, (Currently Amended) The system of claim 53 wherein the at least one 
a»4 previously seat email was itself rights- managed as protected content according to 
predefined; rights data, arid wherein Che corresponding body object of each part la the body of 
tlse email is also rights-managed as protected content aceotdmg to the same predefined rights 
data. 

55, (Previously Presented) The system of claim 63 wherein a portion of the body 
is interposed between a pair of the multiple parts of die previously sent miaif the portion 
comprising a asmmaat on «ueh previously sent email 

$&. previously F.res«uied) The system of claim 55 wherein the portion is a body 

object. 

57. (Currently Amended) A computins system programmed so as to form a 
document comprising a body having at least one defined portion therein, each defined portion 
being represented in the body of the document as a body object, each of the document and 
;ael I <j> I eel i ereu hems right < iag« p t ch 3 uontei *s J on jj.ip p- n 
^y . ^ Bl ^censs terms setting fiartatemts rales and requirements foT..^Mermg.cQ.rrgso oiidM.g 
LigHal content cifk in a digital Ik ist v ej \\ sc. ju.pi f the document m render 
the protected content of each of the document and each body object therein by acqmring the 
digital license and satisfying the license terms set forth in the digital license. 
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58. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 5? wherein each defined portion 
was itself rights-ravaged as protected coatent according to predefined rights data, and 
wherein the corresponding body Object, in the body of the document is also rights-managed as 
protected content ic< < rdn j to the « i ne pTMefi.oedng.bts data. 

59. (Previously Presented) The system of cldm 57 wfaenaa the body has a 
pturaUty of defined portions therein, the plurality of defined portions being represented in the 
body of the document as a plurality of serially arranged body objects, 

60. (Prevj ou?.h Pn m$4) The system of claim 57 wherein the body baa a 
plurality of defined portions therein* the plurality of defined portions being represented in the 
body Of the document as a plurality of nested body objects. 

61 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 5? wherein the at least one 
defined portion is split into multiple parts each part being represented. In die body of the 
document as a body object, each of die document and each body object therein being rights- 
managed as protected content, 

$2 . (Previously Presented) The system of c laam 6 1 wherein the at least one 

defined pomon was itself rights-managed as pre oft rat ee» bug fc I ••«-;• 

data* and wherein the corresponding body object of each part in. the body of the document is 
also rights-managed as protected content according to the same predefined lights data. 

63 . (Previously Itattated) The system of %Mm 6 1 wherein a portion of die body 
is interposed between a pair of the multiple purls of the defined portion, toe body portion 
eompriskg a comment on such defined ponJca 

64. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 63 wherein the body portion is a 
body object. 
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